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Havering holds a quarter of London’s marshland, vital
habitat for wild birds, insects and small mammals

The estuarine habitats neighbouring the River
Thames support large numbers of overwintering
and breeding birds, rare plants and invertebrate
species, as well as diverse marine wildlife.

One of London’s few remaining ancient natural
landscapes is now part of the RSPB's reserve at
Rainham Marshes. Once a Ministry of Defence
firing range, which kept the land closed to the
public for more than a century, it provides habitat
for thousands of wild birds, insects and small
mammals. The reserve is part of Wildspace, an area
of more than 640 hectares comprising Rainham,
Wennington and Aveley Marshes.

The range of species is too vast to even begin to
do it justice, but Avocets (the bird that provides
the model for the RSPB’s logo) Lapwings and Little
Egrets are frequent visitors. The marshes are also
rich hunting grounds for birds of prey, including
Marsh Harriers and Peregrines, especially in
autumn and winter.
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Hornchurch Country Park contains the largest
freshwater reed bed in London, while the
Ingrebourne Marshes Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI) is the largest single area of floodplain
grassland and the largest continuous reed bed

in Greater London, an important home for Water
Voles and wading birds such as Redshank.

Gadwall, Teal and Pochard take refuge from the
winters of the far north here, while spring and
summer brings Reed, Sedge and Cetti's Warblers
to the banks of the River wingrebourne.

Take a walk on
the wild side

There are opportunities
for people of all ages to get
involved with nature

The abundance of wild space in Havering provides
opportunities for the public to get close to nature.
The RSPB at Rainham Marshes and the Essex
Wildlife trust visitor centres in Bedfords Park and
the Ingrebourne Valley offer educational activities,
including guided walks, events for birdwatchers and
activities for children such as pond dipping, planting
and making homes for insects. There are also
opportunities for volunteering.

Parks Friends Groups organise work parties and run
events and activities to raise funds.

Schools play an important role in stimulating
children’s interest in nature and conservation. While
not specifically included in the National Curriculum,
pupils can learn about the issues through geography
and science lessons. Havering's parks and open
spaces provide schools with a fully interactive
outdoor living classroom. The Thames Chase

Trust has opportunities for self-led school groups,
including equipment and education room hire.
Phone 01708 642970 or email:
enquiries@thameschase.org.uk.

The Forestry Commission hires out ‘Ranger in a Bag’
packs suitable for a class of children. Contact the
Community Ranger on 01708 642964 or
thameschase@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Essex Wildlife Trust
http://www.essexwt.org.uk

RSPB Rainham Marshes
www.rspb.org.uk/reserves-and-events/reserves-
a-z/rainham-marshes/

Friends of Parks in Havering
https://www.havering.gov.uk/parkfriends

From top: Little Egret, Heron and Buzzard.
Opposite page: A Black Tailed Godwit, which
breeds in the Arctic but comes south to over-winter
Photographs: Russ Sherriff
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Even in the most heavily built up areas it is possible to
see beautiful wild animals across Havering

As one of London’s greenest boroughs, Havering
is rich in animal life. In urban areas, Grey Squirrels
and Foxes are common sights that raise few
eyebrows. Those with garden ponds and water
features will also be accustomed to seeing
Common Frogs and Newts, while wood and

leaf piles and compost heaps may play host to

Hedgehogs, Toads and perhaps even Slow Worms.

Further out into the open spaces, there is an
abundance of Fallow and Roe Deer as well as
Muntjac, Wild Rabbits, Badgers, Stoats and
Weasels (the former has a black tip on the tail)
and other small mammals including Voles, Harvest
Mice and Wood Mice (it is estimated that there is
one Wood Mouse for every two people in the UK).

Bat boxes are common features in many parks.
There are colonies of the UK's smallest bat, the
Common Pipistrelle, as well as smaller colonies

of Soprano Pipistrelles (the difference is in the
frequencies of their echolocation calls, Sopranos
being higher), Natterer's Bat and Daubenton’s Bat.
Reptiles include Grass Snakes, Common Lizard and
in more secluded areas a small Adder population.

While not everyone welcomes the presence of
urban animals, Frogs, Toads and Hedgehogs can
be regarded as ‘gardeners’ friends’ as their diet
includes snails and invertebrates considered to be
pests. Foxes provide a similar, unheralded, service
in controlling rat populations.
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A helping hand for wildlife is always welcome and
providing a water supply is a sure way to attract
animals and birds. Diverse planting and leaving
areas of gardens to grow wild also helps.

Hedgehogs need to forage far and wide and may
travel 2km in a night in search of food, mates and
nesting sites, so leaving a small holes in a fence, or
a channel underneath, is a simple way to help.

Essex Wildlife Trust has a wealth of information
about the rich and varied wildlife heritage in
Havering and the surrounding areas.
http://www.essexwt.org.uk

For more information about Havering's nature
and biodiversity, including its strategy and
action plan, please visit:
https://www.havering.gov.uk/countryside

Havering does not offer a pest control service
and is not able to identify insects. Please seek
advice from the British Pest Control Association.
http://www.bpca.org.uk

The National Biodiversity Network involves
wildlife conservation organisations, government
and environmental agencies, environmental
records centres and voluntary groups.
http://nbn.org.uk
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INSECTS AND

Stag Beetles take their name from the appearance
of the male's large jaws, which look like antlers. But
these impressive beetles, which can grow to the
size of a matchbox, are quite harmless.

Stag Beetles are endangered and Havering is one
of the few areas where they retain a stronghold.
They lay their eggs below ground in rotting wood,
particularly tree stumps and old fence posts,

so leaving garden log piles undisturbed is an
important way to help them to flourish.

Increasing the volume of natural space is a priority
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INVERTEB

for the council and the acquisition of around 190
acres of former agricultural land means Dagnam
Park more than doubled its original acreage to
become the largest park in Havering. Mainly
comprising meadow, woodland, hedgerows and
natural ponds, it is home to 28 recorded species of

butterfly and 16 species of dragonfly and damselfly.

Hornchurch Country Park, another area of
extensive grassland, is home to the rare Brown-
banded Carder Bee and the Phoenix Fly. The park
is also London’s only known home to the five-
banded digger wasp.
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"Oh, what a wonderful thing to be, a healthy, grown
up busy busy bee..."” It's not just for musical reasons
that Arthur Askey’s cheery old tune, The Bee, now
sounds outdated. Modern bees are struggling.

Scientists and beekeepers around the world

have been perplexed by the dramatic decline in
wild bee populations. Research has linked this to
various diseases, the parasitic Varroa mite, threats
from pests, neonicotinoid pesticides, the effects of
invasive species and habitat loss through changing
agricultural techniques.

The economic value to the UK of honey and
bumble bees as pollinators of commercially grown
crops is estimated at £400m per year. The British
Beekeepers Association states that 70 different
crops depend on, or benefit from, visits by honey
bees, which also pollinate many of the plants that

feed farm animals and wildflowers, in turn providing

food for other wildlife.

Help for bees

Gardeners can help bees with sympathetic planting

and by placing hollow stems such as bamboo canes

in sheltered parts of the garden, or drilling small
holes into fence posts or logs for solitary insects.
The British Beekeepers Association has information
and advice, in(‘lur‘ling how to adopt a hive, at:

www.bbka.org.uk

lnfermationabeutRdmford Beekeeperscan-be

found via Essex Beekeepers|ebka.org/contact-us/

A Bee Saver Kit is available from Friends of the Earth

| friendsoftheearth.uk/bees |
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Street
trees

Havering Council owns
an estimated 50,000
street trees, which make
a major contribution to
urban attractiveness and
provide valuable space
for wildlife.

Regular maintenance to
improve and increase
tree stock includes high
quality planting and
landscaping, enforcing
preservation orders and
educating residents
and businesses about
the value of trees and
encouraging greater
involvement in their care.

The council prunes trees according to guidance from the
European Arboricultural Council. Techniques include:

® Thinning the crown by removing a small portion of
secondary and smaller branches to allow more light to pass
through and reduce wind resistance.

® Crown lifting by removing lower but not main branches to

allow in more light and give clearer access to traffic.

® Crown reduction by reducing the height or spread of the
tree while retaining the natural shape as far as possible.

For further information about Havering’s trees:

Havering Council is working on a ‘joined up’ approach https://www.havering.gov.uk/trees
to linking urban and green spaces

Urban areas don't have to be only urban. Parks, often follow natural and man made features, such Walking the dog‘
gardens, street verges, trees and hedges that make as water courses, roads and railways. .
our homes and business areas more attractive Dogs are great companions,
can also serve as a vital connecting link between Protecting and enhancing these ‘green corridors’ Improve health, reduce stress
otherwise isolated green spaces, reducing the allows significant areas of green space to join and provide a great reason
barriers to wildlife movement. together, helping counter habitat fragmentation. to go for a walk. Please keep
dogs under control near
Formal parks and open spaces, allotments, Sensitive grounds maintenance and the creation o’gher people and partlc;ularly
street verges, churchyards and cemeteries and, of wildflower and grass meadows, reed beds, wildlife such as water birds.
of course, residents’ gardens all feed into this butterfly and bee borders and bird and bat boxes Allso bag and bin dog waste,
network. A review of the ‘green corridors’ concept  will help. As well as providing for wildlife, green it's not good for the sail, apd IS
by the Havering Wildlife Project shows that they routes also provide ways for the public to reach very unpleasant and possibly
the countryside to engage in healthy activities such dangerous for anyone unlucky

as walking and cycling. The London Plan, a wider enough to come into contact

city-wide initiative, also stresses the importance with it, especially children.

of rivers as a valuable set of habitats known as the Dog owners should always
Blue Ribbon Network. ensure that brushed dog hair

is put in rubbish bins.

Being part of this network fosters links to sites

outside the borough, such as Hainault Forest to the ) L.

north-west and Thorndon to the north-east, linking Streetl;:‘e:c(;zamglclt(uée) treeéand l.iedlg;s.
into Havering's own Thames Chase Community on the Gidea Park Estate. Opposite [eft:

Ludwigshafen Place in Romford is an oasis
Forest and In'ner Thames Marshes SSSI and the of green in the heart of the busy town.
Thames Corridor.

Above: street trees in Upminster and (right)
Elm Park Library's green roof
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PARTNERSHIPS AND
VOLUNTARY GROUPS

Professional organisations and voluntary groups
make a significant contribution to the management of
Havering’s green spaces through practical help or by
monitoring, lobbying for improvements and
contributing to conservation work

Havering Wildlife Project

HWP is a voluntary body offering expert advice

on ecological matters and biodiversity. Partners
include the Environment Agency, Essex Wildlife
Trust, Friends of the Earth, Friends of Parks Groups
and the Council officers. HWP has an important
advocacy role for improving and recording
habitats and species. It produces the Havering
Wildlife Indicators guide to encourage residents to
monitor the wellbeing of species and offers advice
on how to undertake ‘living landscape’ surveys.

Parks Friends Groups

Friends groups support schemes such as the
restoration of Raphael Park and Langtons Gardens
and improving the lake habitat at Lodge Farm Park.
At Bedfords Park, Clear Village is working with the
Friends Group on restoring the Walled Garden and
developing a food growing project to promote
biodiversity.
https://www.havering.gov.uk/parkfriends
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The Royal Society

for the Protection of Birds

The RSPB manages 137 acres of marshland, south

of the A13 and has a visitor centre just beyond the
borough boundary in Thurrock. Its Homes for Wildlife
project encourages wildlife friendly activities.
www.rspb.org.uk

Essex Wildlife Trust

The EWT manages the visitor centres at Bedfords
Park and Ingrebourne Valley. Focusing on
community activities and environmental education,
the EWT brings together organisations to work

on improving the ‘living landscape’. Volunteers
help with everything from monitoring species to
riverbank restoration.
http://www.essexwt.org.uk

Veolia North Thames Trust

Veolia North Thames Trust has made a significnat
contribution to improving the quality of the

local environment and promoting biodiversity in
Havering, through the financial support it has given
to may local projects.
https//opencharities.org/charities/1084805

Friends of the Earth Havering

The Havering Branch of Friends of the Earth aims
to highlight the importance of nature. Recent
campaigns include an initiative to help protect
bees through appropriate planting of species

friendly flowers and reducing the use of pesticiples.
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/groups/havering

Thames Chase

Conservation Volunteers

The Trust has more than 80 volunteers, who run the
Visitor Centre at Broadfields Farm, support
walking, health and wellbeing, environmental
education and wildlife projects in Havering as well
as carrying out twice weekly conservation tasks
throughout the forest.

www.thameschase.org.uk

The Environment Agency

The Environment Agency is the government
body responsible for environmental protection
and regulation in England and Wales, including
flood warning systems and emergencies;

air quality; land quality (including waste
management); water quality; water resources;
fishing and navigation. Havering is covered by the
Agency's south east region and the partnership
focuses specifically on the Ingrebourne and Rom/
Beam rivers and Rainham Marshes.
www.environment-agency.gov.uk

Natural England

Natural England is the body responsible for
protecting and improving England'’s land, flora
and fauna, fresh water and marine environment,
geology and soils. By promoting ‘green
infrastructure’ it helps people enjoy, understand
and access the environment. Natural England
works in partnership with Havering Council on
management of SSSIs and administers the Defra
High Level Stewardship grant.
www.naturalengland.org.uk

Greenspace Information

for Greater London

GiGL is the capital’s environmental records
centre. It collates and manages detailed
information on London’s wildlife, parks, nature
reserves, gardens and open spaces. GiGL acts on
behalf of partners, including Havering, to provide
data on protected sites, species and habitats.
Partners include the Greater London Authority,
Natural England, the Environment Agency, the
Forestry Commission, Wildlife Trust and local
naturalist groups such as the London Bat Group
and the London Natural History Society.
www.gigl.org.uk

Forestry Commission England
The Forestry Commission manages and protects
the country’s publicforest estate, including native
woodlands and other important habitats for wildlife
and conservation such as heathlands and bogs.
http://www.forestry.gov.uk

The Walled Garden at Bedfords Park

Friends of Raphael Park hoist the green flag
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